October 19, 2015
Aloha All Saints’ ‘Ohana,
A few weeks ago, I was listening to
music while running when I heard these
words by Casting Crowns: “We know we were made for so much more than ordinary lives.
It’s time for us to more than just survive.
We were made to thrive.”
Throughout the world, unfortunately, there are countless churches just trying to survive. Once
routine tasks, such as raising necessary operational funds, balancing the budget, offering
outreach ministries, and securing a long-term pastor, now are monumental chores filled with
angst and despair. Sadly, survival has become the new normal in the church world.
However, survival is not, and should not be, the only methodology for a church. Churches can
and do thrive! All Saints’ is a community of faith that lives to thrive!
What does it mean for All Saints’ to be thriving? Where is God calling us to live and love
extraordinarily?
•
•
•
•

We thrive
We thrive
We thrive
We thrive

in community.
in God’s love and the Good News of Jesus Christ.
in caring for others.
in being Christ’s Disciples in the world.

To realize God’s extraordinary hope for us to thrive, our congregation must embrace a way of
life that supports a bold vision, a climate of selflessness and sacrifice, broad and diverse
leadership, and an uncompromising commitment to prayer, worship, and service.
WE INVITE OUR ‘ OHANA TO JOIN US ON THIS JOURNEY TO THRIVE! Please take some time

to read through the accompanying literature highlighting a vision for All Saints’ to thrive!
Also, enclosed is a pledge card that we hope you will return and offer on All Saints’ Day,
Sunday, November 1st or shortly thereafter. Through the generous gifts of our time, talents,
and treasure, we can proclaim with confidence that All Saints’ is just not surviving, but that
All Saints’ is thriving!
If you have questions or concerns, or would like to speak to me and/or the Wardens
(David and Linda) and/or the Stewardship Chair (Bill), please do not hesitate to contact us.

Mahalo nui loa!

The Reverend Ryan D. Newman
Rector and Head of School
ryan@allsaintskauai.org
(808) 822-4267

David Murray - Senior Warden
davidandbill@gmail.com | (808) 821-8083
Linda Crocker - Junior Warden
lmc1va@aol.com | (703) 812-1549
Bill Caldwell - Stewardship Chair
billcaldwell4@me.com | (336) 414-7921

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give
you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you.
~ Jeremiah 29:11-13
When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart.

WHAT IS THE STEWARDSHIP PHILOSOPHY OF ALL SAINTS’?
What we have is not ours but God’s. God has entrusted to humankind the blessings of this life, which we are
responsible to steward faithfully for God’s purposes and glory. What we can offer includes, but is not limited
to, time, talent and treasure. The gifts we offer to God through All Saints’ should be given to transform the
community, rather than being given out of obligation. Through the waters of baptism we are marked as
Christ’s own. As Christians, we are called to be in community; both to further our faith in Jesus Christ and to
share that faith with the world through our thoughts, words, and deeds. As Christians in community, we are
called to be responsible and accountable. Our ancestors suffered that we could experience and practice our
faith freely and unreservedly. We are the ancestors of tomorrow; so today, we are called to be stewards and
sages with the resources God has entrusted to all of us.

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO FINANCIALLY PLEDGE?
Fiscal support through annual pledges enables All Saints’ leaders to develop a sound, responsible, and
mission-centric financial plan for the year. Supporting All Saints’ through a pledge as opposed to free-will
giving mitigates financial uncertainty, cultivates greater transparency, and allows our ‘Ohana to state its
ministry objectives for the calendar year.

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO PLEDGE YOUR TIME AND TALENT?
Stewardship is a prayerful practice that encompasses much more than the financial well-being of our
community of faith. We rely on the gifts of time (leadership, volunteerism, mentoring, prayer, and presence)
and talents of our ‘Ohana to faithfully live out the mission and vision of All Saints’. Our ‘Ohana is the greatest
and most cherished resource of our Church and Preschool. The Kingdom of God is built by the people of God!

HOW IS A FINANCIAL PLEDGE TO ALL SAINTS’ USED?
Your pledge supports everything we experience at All Saints’ – worship, pastoral care, spiritual formation and
education, youth and family ministries, communication and evangelism, outreach, maintenance of our beloved
and historic buildings, and more. Additionally, part of your pledge supports the broader Episcopal Church,
specifically the Episcopal Diocese of Hawaii and the National Church.

HOW MUCH SHOULD WE PLEDGE?
We believe strongly that our standard of giving should reflect our standard of living. We ask our ‘Ohana to
consider making a pledge that is both responsible and significant based on their financial situation. A tithe
(10% of your income) has long been held as the standard of Christian giving. For most this is a goal to be
reached through incremental increases each year. We are not only giving to the All Saints’ of our generation,
but we are giving to future generations who will continue building up the Kingdom of God through our
church. At All Saints’, every pledge, no matter the amount, makes a valued contribution to our mission and
ministry.

HOW DO I PAY MY PLEDGE?
A pledge is simply a promise to pay. You may fulfill your pledge in as many payments as you wish
throughout the year. Pledges are to be fulfilled on a calendar year basis, beginning January 1st and ending
December 31st. A good practice to integrate into our financial stewardship is for each of us to be at least a
month ahead in our giving pattern. If we embrace this practice, we can significantly decrease the likelihood of
the Church having a cash flow issue especially earlier in the year and when quarterly financial obligations are
due. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Church Office.
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We are made to Thrive!
ALL SAINTS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL
KAPA’A, HAWAI’I

We are made to Thrive!
Please bring or mail your completed pledge card by Sunday, November 1, 2015 or shortly thereafter.
At both services on November 1st, we will celebrate All Saints’ Day and a special liturgy
that will include the ingathering and blessing of the 2016 pledges.

In support of All Saints’ mission and ministry,
I/We pledge the following amount for the 2016 year: $ _______________________________
I/We plan to make our payment by installments: [ ] Weekly [ ] Monthly [ ] Quarterly or [ ] Annually
I/We would like to receive our quarterly statement by: [ ] Email [ ] US Mail
Name(s):_______________________________________ Email:_____________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________________________________
Signature:______________________________________

